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Together, 
We’re Setting 
the Stage



Alva Anderson   
Board President

Setting the Stage 
for More

Looking back on the past year, the unwavering support from our community, patrons, 

volunteers, and sponsors takes center stage. Your dedication to jazz performance, 

education, and outreach has been instrumental in preserving and promoting Ameri-

ca’s original art form, bringing joy to audiences near and far.

In 2023, your investment increased by 27% and  85% of every dollar served our 

community through our performance, education and outreach programs. 

This report shines a spotlight on just a few ways you are making a lasting impact 

through our three program areas: performance, education and outreach.  

Your partnership with Charleston Jazz ensures that everyone can access the trans-

formative power of music through quality music experiences and education within 

an inclusive environment where every member of our community can thrive. None of 

this would be possible without your participation and generous support. Together, 

we’ll continue to nurture Charleston as a vibrant hub of jazz music for generations to 

come.

Tatjana Beylotte  
Executive Director   
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The Power of Jazz

Our society faces looming problems, such as climate impacts, cultural-political divisions, 
racial injustice, poverty, and mental health issues. If we are to overcome them, it will 
require innovative solutions and collaborative problem-solving. It will require something 
beautiful for us to celebrate together. We need to be inspired to work together and play off 
each other’s strengths. That’s exactly what jazz has the power to do. 

The mission of Charleston Jazz is to  grow and cultivate a local and global  community 
for jazz through performance, education and outreach while celebrating and preserving 
Charleston’s rich history in jazz. 

If we want to enjoy the beauty, joy, and benefits of jazz, we must create environments for 
people of all ages to experience it together. That includes experiential opportunities for 
listening to jazz performances as well as educational opportunities to inspire and train the 
next generation of jazz musicians and leaders.

Amplifying the power of jazz is essential for honoring its legacy, inspiring innovation, fos-
tering social change, building community, and empowering individuals to create a better 
world.

Why Jazz Is Our Mission
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Through performance, education, and outreach, we positively impact lives through jazz 
music within a collaborative community that celebrates and perpetuates jazz.

A World of Jazz,  
for Everyone
Our Vision



Jazz Is  
Extraordinary

Live jazz experiences cultivate a strong, 
passionate community. The artform is a 
balm to both our individual inner worlds 
as well as our collective outer worlds. 

America is the birthplace of jazz, and 
Charleston is one of its cradles. And 
it’s an extraordinary gift to the world.

There’s nothing like this music, which 
is why it must be preserved and
celebrated for generations to come. 

We present locally, nationally, and inter-
nationally renowned professional musi-
cians in live jazz performances. 
Providing musicians with the opportunity 
to perform—and to be compensated for 
it—is an essential part of our mission. 

Celebrating Jazz Performances
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8  Charts written by members of 
the Charleston Jazz Orchestra

$300,611 Paid to 272 musicians

22 Performances

15,000+ Attendees

—Lloyd Mandel

We are season subscribers of the CJO and say so proudly. The talent you 

have gathered together to form this group is awesome and never ceases to 

bring me pleasure and tears whenever you all play. Many, many, many, thanks 

for all you do! Thanks for being instrumental in keeping Charleston the Jazz 

mecca that it has always been. You all make me proud to say I live here. ”
“

2023 Impact



OUR PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS INCLUDE:

Charleston Jazz Orchestra - An 18 member big 
band led by Robert Lewis. Pushing the boundaries 
of musical excellence, the CJO works to ensure 
that the legacy of big band jazz thrives for genera-
tions to come. The annual season featured six per-
formances at the Charleston Music Hall featuring 
guest performers  Wycliffe Gordon, Heather Rice, 
Alva Anderson, Duda Lucena, Quiana Parler and 
Melissa Aldana.

Charleston Jazz Festival - A four-day 
celebration featuring internationally renowned 
jazz per-formers. Headliners included Samara 
Joy, Diane Reeves, Big Bad Vodoo Daddy, and 
Cindy Blackman Santana.

Art of Jazz -  a collaboration with the Gibbes 
Museum, this annual three-concert series 
showcased original jazz music inspired by works 
on display at the museum. The series featured 
three groups led by Manny Houston, Heather Rice, 
and Abdiel Iriarte.

Momentum - Led by Demetrius Doctor, Momen-
tum performs an eclectic mix of Classic and Con-
temporary Fusion, R&B, Soul Jazz, and Gospel. 
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Only 36% of revenue 
comes from ticket 

sales. Your gifts are 
essential for our  
mission to thrive!



Charleston Jazz Academy
A Jazz Mindset

Minds that “think like jazz” are adept at listening, 
adapting, integrating others’ perspectives, and 
contributing to collective solutions rather than 
striving to be solo heroes. This is why leaders 
and workforce development specialists are so 
interested in young musicians.

 A jazz mindset is invaluable for tackling today’s 
complex challenges, and it’s the essence of our 
programs at the Charleston Jazz Academy. We 
develop jazz musicians and nurture future lead-
ers, fully believing in the transformative power of 
jazz education.

Jazz ignites creativity, fosters empathy, and 
instills a lifelong love of learning. By providing 
access to high-quality jazz education and ex-
periences, we do more than teach music—we 
empower individuals to find their voices, 
hone their unique talents, and contribute 
meaningfully to the world. 

Our offerings include private lessons, 
ensembles, camps, and masterclasses for 
students of all ages.

For the past two and half years, Donovan has been a private lesson 
and combo class student at the Charleston Jazz Academy. He’s not 
only becoming a more proficient musician, but he’s also gaining a jazz 
mindset that will make him an innovative thinker and problem solver.

Donovan gains much from the private lessons but enjoys the creativ-
ity of playing with others because it’s “more free through the improv 
sessions…. I enjoy getting to know my peers in a human aspect and 
musical aspect.”

Your gifts ensured that Donovan had access to world-class training 
that is already shaping his future. Donovan plans to attend Coastal 
Carolina University to study music. We cannot wait to see how his jazz 
mindset takes him into the future! 

Meet Donovan
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Student Success

Five of our students secured coveted positions in the esteemed South Carolina 
All-State Jazz Honors Combo, an ensemble comprising of eight exceptionally tal-
ented musicians from South Carolina. Furthermore, six of our students attained 
positions in the South Carolina All-State Jazz Band, including the only two female 
musicians. 

Graduating students received scholarships to attend Berklee College of Music, 
and College of Charleston. Our advanced student combo was invited to perform 
at the 2023 Spoleto Festival USA opening ceremony! The students performed an 
arrangement of an original song by Abdulah Ibrahim, one of the esteemed Festi-
val performers.
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$86,000 in Scholarships – 15% increase

2023 Impact
302 Students – 30% increase

143 Scholarships – 20% increase



Our impact extends far beyond the confines of a classroom or concert hall. Through our 
outreach initiatives, we have reached individuals who may have never had the opportunity 
to experience jazz otherwise.

We take jazz music and its history to schools and the community through jazz performance 
and education programs to raise awareness for the art, to share the history of how jazz 
developed in Charleston and its place in American history, and to center African American 
ingenuity and creativity.

Jazz Unites Us
Cultivating Jazz Appreciation
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— Kayela Clark, Assistant Principal, E. B. Ellington Elementary School

By facilitating access to such culturally en-

riching experiences, you have empowered 

our students to explore new artistic expres-

sions and develop a deeper connection to 

the world around them. Your dedication to 

nurturing the next generation of musicians is 

truly commendable and greatly appreciated. 

We are profoundly grateful for the impact 

Charleston Jazz has made on our stu-

dents’ lives. ”

“
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Jazz Day for Kids
In partnership with the Gaillard Center, the 
Charleston Jazz Orchestra, with Charlton Sin-
gleton performed for elementary and middle 
school students.
1,446 students

Jazz Pass Program
We provided free tickets to K-12 students to 
attend Charleston Jazz Orchestra and Festival 
performances. 
688 students

Lowcountry Jazz Day for Girls
In partnership with the University of South 
Carolina Jazz Department, we hosted the first 
Lowcountry Jazz Day for Girls for young female 
jazz musicians. 
24 students

Family Jazz Day
The annual Family Jazz Day presented 4 high 
school and middle school jazz bands including 
the Charleston Jazz Academy combos.
80 students

Melodica Project
For the second year, we partnered with Angel 
Oak Elementary on Johns Island to introduce 
4th and 5th graders to jazz using the melodica. 
55 students

Jazz Combo Class
To expand our reach, we offered a weekly jazz 
combo class at Haut Gap Middle School on 
Johns Island.
6 students 

In-School Performances
In partnership with Charleston public schools, 
we offered free performances and 
masterclasses, bringing professional jazz 
programs and inspiring artists to schools.
9 performances; 1,755 students

2023 Impact
3,989 Youth Served – 60% Increase

38 Schools

In partnership with Spoleto Festival, we presented two edu-
cation workshops featuring Festival artists Brandee 
Younger for students at Allegro Charter School of Music and 
a  program with Abdulah Ibrahim for the general public.



2023 Tip of the Hat Award
Oscar Rivers

Jazz music is improvisational—it’s a gift. 
You cannot play what you cannot hear.

—Oscar Rivers

In loving memory of our co-founder Jack McCray and 

his signature hats,  we present the annual Tip of the Hat 

award. This honor is given to a jazz luminary who has 

made a significant impact in the Charleston jazz commu-

nity.  In 2023, Oscar Rivers received the award. 

Oscar Rivers is known as Charleston’s Jazz Patriarch. He 

made a name for himself in 1970s Chicago, playing with 

everyone from Charlie Parker, Sonny Stitt, Stevie Won-

der, BB King, the Temptations, and the Quincy Jones Or-

chestra. Rivers is featured in An Encyclopedia of South 

Carolina Jazz and Blues Musicians, which documents 

South Carolinian musicians from the 19th century to the 

present. Truly a Lowcountry legend, Oscar’s influence on 

Charleston’s music community is far-reaching and it is 

our great honor to recognize his contributions to jazz.
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Lacy Miller
Marketing + Communications Director

Kimberly Gleason
Development Associate

Abby Shirey
Education Outreach + Box Office Coordinator

Lauren Sears
Production Assistant

STAFF

Tatjana Beylotte
Executive Director

Brent Swaney
Director of Performances

Basil Kerr
Director of the Charleston Jazz Academy

Janthina Moorer
Charleston Jazz Academy Coordinator

Lisa McDonald, CPA
Finance

BOARD

Alva Anderson, Board President
Retired Music Teacher and Performer, Vocals/Viola

Ronald D. McCray, Vice President
Corporate Board Member, Former Chairman, President + CEO

Jon Olson, Treasurer
Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Blackbaud

Clay Grayson, Secretary
Attorney, Grayson Law Firm

Jeffery Anton Collins
Attorney, Tax Law Offices

Demetrius Doctor
Pianist and Minister of Music at Royal Missionary Baptist Church

Madeleine Frume
Executive Business Development

Donald R. Johnson II, M.D.
President and CEO, Southeastern Spine Institute

Jill Jones
Strategy Consultant

Claire Louder
President, Louder Nonprofit Strategies

Edwin Meyer
Retired Insurance Executive

Matthew D. Pardieck
First Vice President, Wealth Management Raymond James

Hilton Smith
President/CEO, East Bay Company, Ltd.

Harry Staley
Advisory Business Consultant

Victor Weinstein, MD
Chairman, OB/GYN Department, Roper St. Francis Hospital

Ron Wiltrout
Percussionist and Founder of the New Music Collective

Joe Clarke
Forte Jazz Club 

Scott Watson, Ex-Officio
Director, City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs

The Charleston Jazz Team
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Total Funding 

Direct Mission-Impact per Program 

61%

64%

39%

29%

7%

Celebrating Jazz Performances

Developing Musicians & Leaders

Cultivating Jazz Appreciation

$851,564

$877,800

$532,427

$225,700

$86,600

$1,190,000

Contributions
Grants
Individuals 
Businesses
In-Kind

Earned
Academy Tuition 
Concert Tickets 
Interest
Special Events

Total

Total

$575,161
$177,810

$26,231
$72,362

$68,556
$421,724
$11,547
$30,600

$1,383,991

Your 2023 Investment
Financial Snapshot
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Highest Impact to Date

85%

8%

7%

Program 
Services

Supporting 
Services

Fundraising

$1,190,000

$116,500

$95,700

Total $1,402,200

Our Growth
Annual Revenue by year

2020

2021

2022

2023

2024–2026
our

3-Year Growth Trajectory
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85% per dollar 
supported 
programs



Th
an

k Y
ou

Your 2023 donations enabled 
us to invest in our community 
in the deepest way possible! 

Thank you for 
setting the stage 
so jazz could 
spread joy and 
strengthen our 
community and 
the world.

Giving Sets the 
Stage for Jazz
Your Partnership
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2023 DONORS
$70,000+

Anonymous

City of Charleston

$40,000 - $69,999

Holland Family Charitable Fund of Coastal 
Community Foundation of SC

South Carolina Arts Commission

$20,000 - $39,999

Arts, Etc.

Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation

John and Carolyn Peterson Foundation

Kite Foundation Fund

The Donaldson Charitable Trust and  
Hilton C. Smith Jr.

Nancye B. Starnes

$10,000 - $19,999

Charleston County

Samuel Freeman Charitable Trust 

Susan and Ted Soderlund

Vic and Randi Weinstein

 $5,000-$9,999 

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation 

Nelson Family Foundation

Shon and Cindy Barnett

Geoff Carpenter

Comcast/Xfinity

South Arts

Richard and Elizabeth Hogue

Donald Johnson

Uptown Social and Keith Benjamin

MUSC

Eric and Ann Oakley

Harbour Wealth Management 

TD Charitable Foundation

Post & Courier Foundation

Daniel Island Community Fund

United Community Bank

 $2,500 - $4,999 

Amica Companies Foundation 

Blackbaud

Carla and Carl Powe

Clay and Manoli Grayson

David and Claire Louder

Ed and Clare Meyer

Elaine Hruska and Peter Schwartz

Hewitt Family Fund of Coastal Community 
Foundation of SC

Jacien and Laura Steele

Jeff and Lorain Place

Joan Robinson Berry

Jodie-Beth Galos and Michael Zwerling

Joe and Penelope Gnesin

Julia Fernandez

Kenneth and Sherry Hirsch

Madeleine Frume

Matthew and Alissa Pardieck

Michael and Kristin Love

Regional Grant Program - Coastal  
Community Foundation of SC

Scott Porter and Sandra Napodano

Steve and Emily Swanson

The Mark Elliott Motley Foundation

 $1,000-$2,499 

Boeing Employees Community  
Fund Grant

Starr Acheson

Charles Becher

Leanne Budde

Jim and Judy Chitwood

Harry and Jennifer Clarke

Sue and Dale Clift

Jill J. Drerup

George and Elizabeth Gephart

Joseph Liro and Joanne Hill

Henry and Sylvia Yaschik Foundation

Benedict and Amie Maresca

Robert Morff

Michael Petrecca and Heather Grant

The John and Catherine Quattrone Fund

Andrea Ryan

Faye Shepherd

Margo Siler

Harry Staley 

Jewish Endowment Foundation of 
Greater Charleston at Coastal  
Community Foundation

 $500-$999 

James and Claire Allen

Alva Anderson and Allen Weinberger

South State Bank

Mitchell Banchik

Ledlie Bell

Kathleen Brady and R. Bruce Lydiard

Betty and David Breedlove

Ernst and Christina Bruderer

C. Edward Coffey

Boo and Bobby Collins

Emily Coyle

Paula and Stephen Duncan

Frank Duvall

Christopher Festa

Jaimie Flack

Wilmot Fraser

Rajan and Suman Govindan

Jackie Hooper

Dorothy Kronemer

Priscilla Labella

Richard Land

Ted and Tricia Legasey

Janice Lewis and Norm Woodin

Stephanie Owens

J. Laurence and Barbara Passmore

Heather Paton

Anne and Peter Rascoe

George and Doris Reinhart

Allison and Brendan Rice

June and Ed Salvesen

Erin Scheffer

Stephanie and Paul Silva

Joseph Spagnola

Leonel Vasquez

David and Sharon Ward

Corliss March Wise

 $100-$499 

Eli Lilly and Company Foundation

The Hricik Family Giving Fund

Susan and Charles Altman

Diane Angelini and David DeStefano

George Arana

Gene and Mary Arner

Paul and Evelyn Attaway

Michelle Baker

Charles and Sharon Barnett

John Bigler

William and Doris Booth

Kent and Gail Bosworth

Sandra Bowers

Yoluanda Brown

Wayne Burdick

Elizabeth Burns

Jen Van Brunt

Manuel Casiano

Karole Campbell

Matthew Chalifoux

Karen A. Chandler

Julianna Chitwood

Jane Claiborne

Mignon Clyburn

Stuart Cohen

Janet Curtin

Gail DeCosta

Brian Dodd

Susan Dunn

Charles Evans

Roger Evans

Herb Frazier

Richard Friedman

John Gaston

Kurt Gebauer

Richard A. Gienopie

Josie Gough

Carl Grisier

Richard Gross

ED Hawkins

Max and Ann Hellman

Donald Higgens

Stephen Hoffius

John Holenko

Karen Hutton

Mark and Michelle Jackson

Mary Joseph

Linda Kacala

Robert and Shawn Kahle

Robert Kleiber

Kelli Knight

Anne Lewis

Margaret Lewis

Arthur McFarland

Susan Medlin

Judith Miller

Katherine Moore

Valerie Morris

Jon and Anne Olson 

Johnny and Paula Orr

Margaret Paraschos

William Quick

Susan and Jim Radley

William J. Raver

Michael Roche

Kim Rossi

Sara Rutledge

Kim Ryals

Mark Shanley

Alison Smith

Beverly Stearns

Robert and Betty Swaney

Kieran Taylor

Dottie Teetor

Karen Thompson

Jacqueline Trezza

Avis Umstead

Goldberg Family Charitable Fund  
of the Jewish Endowment Foundation  
of Greater Charleston

Rick Welch

Vicki and Leo Williams

Kimberly Butler Willis

Nancy Owens Willms

Shelley and Martin Yonas

Judy Young

Joan and Stephen Zaleski

Matthew and Kathy Zoeller
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3005 West Montague Avenue
Suite 200

North Charleston, SC 29418
www.charlestonjazz.com




